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Hypnotism: its History, Practice, and Theory. By J. Milne 
Bramwell, M.B., C.M. London: Grant Richards, 1903. 

Whatever one’s opinion concerning the usefulness of hypnotism 
may be, this is a very interesting book. It is, of course, written by 
a man biased in favor of his subject, but that is characteristic of 
the majority of the books written on the subject. Judicial calm is 
not to be expected, or at least is very rarely met with, in the dis¬ 
cussion of a matter like hypnotism. Much less claim of its thera¬ 
peutic value is made in this book than in many others. The 
historical chapter is very-entertaining and contains quite a number 
of facts not mentioned in other historical sketches. For example, 
it is not commonly known that Herbert Spencer published in The 
Zoist essays “On the Situation of the Organ of Amativeness ” and 
“A Theory Concerning the Organ of Wonder.” This, to be sure, 
was a long time ago, and proves only that even geniuses may 
sometimes jump the wrong way. In Bramwell’s opinion, “the 
evidence as to the production of blistering and changes of tempera¬ 
ture by suggestion is by no means conclusive.” All experiments on 
clairvoyance that he has seen he regards as valueless, an opinion 
in which most sober-minded men will agree with him. He has 
found nervous, ill-balanced, and hysterical people the most difficult 
to influence by hypnotism; healthy people who possessed the power 
of mental concentration the easiest. He thinks that apparent 
hypnosis in animals is often if not always really a willed simulation 
of death for purposes of protection. He believes the greatest thera¬ 
peutic use of hypnotism is in functional nervous diseases. There 
is a quite long chapter on the theories of hypnotism. Everyone 
interested in the subject should read this book. C. W. B. 


Progressive Medicine. A Quarterly Digest of Advances, Discov¬ 
eries, and Improvements in the Medical and Surgical Sciences. 
Edited by Hobart Amory Hare, M.D.; assisted by H. R. M. 
Landis, M.D. Yol. III., September, 1903: Diseases of the Thorax 
and its Viscera, including the Heart, Lungs, and Bloodvessels; 
Dermatology and Syphilis; Diseases of the Nervous System; 
Obstetrics. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 
1903. 

This issue of this valuable quarterly contains four most important 
sections, namely, those on Diseases of the Thorax and its Viscera, 
including the Heart, Lungs, and Bloodvessels, by William Ewart, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.; that on Dermatology and Syphilis, by William S. 
Gottheil, M.D.; on Diseases of the Nervous System, by William G. 
Spiller, M.D., and on Obstetrics, by Richard C. Norris, M.D. The 
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volume, as usual, is very much more than a mere year book of 
medical literature. Those in charge of its various departments 
are qualified to write ex cathedra on the subjects committed to them. 
Instead of taking all the current articles as they appear, and making 
abstracts of them, the editors confine their attention to the most 
important contributions which have appeared during the year, and 
discuss them in such a way as to present what is really valuable in 
them to the reader in an available form. There is no medical 
publication which has more thoroughly earned the respect and 
confidence of the medical profession, and which more thoroughly 
deserves its support than this periodical, which has so long main¬ 
tained its pre-eminence among all the innumerable year books, 
epitomes, and annuals, which have recently endeavored to compete 
with it. 

These four volumes practically constitute a text-book of medicine 
and surgery, appearing revised up to date each year. They are 
not only invaluable for reference to those who wish to write, but 
they furnish the practising physician with information on all subjects 
upon which he may desire a guide. J. H. G. 


Disease of the Pancreas: its Cause and Nature. By Eugene 
L. Opie, M.D., Associate in Pathology, Johns Hopkins Univer¬ 
sity; Fellow of the Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research. 
Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1903. 

The author has devoted this book almost entirely to the study 
of the conditions peculiar to the pancreas, and has omitted the forms 
of disease common to many other organs. Thus he avoids descrip¬ 
tions of acute suppurative lesions, tuberculosis, malignant growths, 
etc., but carefully considers hemorrhagic and gangrenous pancrea¬ 
titis, hyaline degeneration with and without involvement of the 
islands of Langerhans, fat-necrosis, the relation of pathological 
change in the pancreas to diabetes, hamiochromatosis, diabcte 
bronze. The author goes at length into the anatomy, both gross 
and histological, and discusses the various anomalies of the pancreas, 
showing the relation that the anatomy and even the anomalies may 
have to disease, especially to the acute forms of pancreatitis. 

Acute pancreatitis is divided into two forms, acute hemorrhagic 
and gangrenous, but the author very clearly points out that these 
forms are merely different degrees of the same process, with the 
same etiological factor at work. Of special interest is the ingenious 
theory in regard to the production of acute pancreatitis by the 
injection of bile into the greater pancreatic duct. 

The mechanism of this process is explained and illustrated by a 
diagram. The author considers acute pancreatitis as secondary to 



